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Estero United Methodist Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun for all ages!  
 
 
 

 *Food  
 *Juggling  
 *Pony rides  
 *Cake Walk  
 *Snow pile  
 *Bounce house  
 *Hot air balloon  
 
 

FREE 

February 6  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

 

 



 PAGE 2 Circuit Writer    

 

ñAnd we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 

him.ò        Romans 8:28 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes we fail to understand the power of the Holy Spirit that dwells in us, empowering us 

to live in a manner that brings Godôs good things into our lives. 

 

Certainly, we cannot control the bad things that happen, but we can control our attitude towards 

those bad things.   

 

I was reading a book that quoted Rebbe Nachman of Breslov, a scholar who touches many sec-

tors of the Jewish world and has certainly spoken to me as well.  In reading about ñthe Rebbeò, 

as his friends call him, I found that he has focused his life in encouraging those who are trapped 

in depression and despair and those who are ordinary people who are facing the problems of 

everyday living.  He has devoted his life to spreading a message of hope, faith and joy.  As a 

Jew, he understands the power of the living God to change lives. 

 

He made this observation:  

 

ñIf you believe that you can damage, then believe that you can fix.   

If you believe that you can harm, then believe that you can heal.   

Remember:  Things can go from the very worst to the very best . . .  

. . . In just the blink of an eye.ò                   

 

So often we speak of things going from bad to worse, but he points out that things can also go 

from the very worst to the very best. 

 

I believe our expectations often form our world.  When we expect the bad, it is sure to come, 

but when we expect the best, it comes as well.  As Christians, we should experience a daily 

hope in the midst of lifeôs pain.  God is constantly working on our behalf if we will just believe.  

And the very act of believing can change the world in which we live. 

 

I was talking to someone who regularly attends our church and I asked her how she was doing.  

She said something to the effect of, ñI choose to do well.  I just rebuke any bad things that come 

on my head and they just go away.ò  Maybe we need to have that kind of attitude as well. 

 

I believe that we have a lot to say about how we interact with the world around us.  So, letôs all 

together find the strength to stand up, when the world is caving in, and declare what a mighty 

God we serve. 
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Prayer Corner  
 

In Romans 10:13 we read, 

ñEveryone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be 

saved.ò 

Through prayer we are given the opportunity 

to communicate with God. We are able to 

enter into His presence and the heart of God. 
 

Prayer is open to everyone. We realize as a 

believer that prayer is a need and not an op-

tion. When we pray in humility to God we 

open our hearts to Him. We are brought to 

our knees with praise and thanksgiving.  Our 

only hope is in God. We are nothing without 

God, for life is secure only with God.  
 

When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them 

to pray, they learned that life demands the 

priority of prayer. 
 

God is everywhere, so we can pray any-

where, anytime. We can bask in His Love, 

Grace, Goodness, and Promises. There are no 

prayers too insignificant. Our God is faithful. 
 

In addition to your regular prayer, please 

pray for the following: 

 

 I.  Winterfest 

 II.  Haiti and our sister church 

 III.  Missions Conference 

 IV.  For a Music Director and Hand Bell 

 Director 
 

God Bless, 

Prayer Advocate, Lucy Jacoby 

 

 

Mary and Linda would 

like to thank our Friday 

morning ladies who 

come in to fold the  

bulletins each week.   

 

We want you to know 

you are truly appreci-

ated! 

 

 

 

 

 

A Ministry of Estero UMC  

 

Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts have been 

meeting at the Estero United Methodist 

Church for over 20 years. Over the past 3 

years, we have seen many positive changes 

in the Scouting program.  

 

At the Ad Council meeting on the ninth 

of January, the Scouts asked that their pro-

grams be officially recognized as ministries 

of the Church. The members of the Ad 

Council voted unanimously to do so. David 

Childress, Scoutmaster, and Stephanie 

Gray both shared how important the 

Church is,  not only to the functioning of 

the Scouting programs, but also to the 

Scouts individually; many families have 

found the Church after first being in the 

Scouting program.  

 

The Scouts also need the support of the 

Church so that they can grow into produc-

tive young leaders. The Church provides 

opportunities for Scouts to fulfill their 

many community service obligations. The 

Scouts assist the church in painting and 

building projects, as well as events like the 

pumpkin patch and carnival.  

 

We are truly blessed at Estero United 

Methodist Church to have so many young 

people of good character involved in this 

part of our youth ministry. 



 
CIRCUIT WRITER    

February Birthdays  
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Wednesday, February 3  Heritage Park 

 2:00 P.M.  Depart 1:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, February 10  Estero Life Care Center 

 3:00 P.M . Depart 2:30 P.M. 

Wednesday, February 17  Winkler Court  

 2:00 P.M.  Depart 1:00 P.M. 

Wednesday,  February 24 Arden Court  

  2:00 P.M. Depart 1:00 P.M. 
 

 

Please meet at the Church one hour earlier to depart ex-

cept when going to the Life Care Center meet at 2:30 P.M. 

February Anniversaries   

2/3 Matthew & Nicole Kichline  14 yrs. 

2/6 Richard & Bonnie Zingery  50 yrs. 
2/12 Tom & Venus Myers    5 yrs. 

2/14  Ken & Mabel Truax  66 yrs. 

2/20  Don & Dorothy Eylers  55 yrs. 

2/26 Bob & Pat Hufnagel    5 yrs. 
2/29 John & Laureen Meyer                   1 yrs. 

2/2 Debra Haley 

 Barbara Stewart 

2/3 Colin Hill        4 yrs. 

2/4 Ward Corum 

 Nancy Russell 

 Sandra Smith 

 Betsy Waters 

2/5 Kathryn Hunter 

 Jodie LeLievre 

2/6 Neal Caple 

 Robert Morrison IV    1 yr. 

2/6 Lilly Schermerhorn 

 Don Weisend 

2/7  Jerimiah Clark            15 yrs. 

 Betty Michael 

2/8 Donna Coppage 

 Jonathan Miller        10 yrs. 

2/9 Ed Kent 

 Harold Lindsey 

 Keli Martin 

 Larry Rabb 

 Drew Steel        4 yrs. 

 Phyllis West 

2/10 Joann Hussander 

 Ron Juliano 

2/11  Duane Simpson 

2/12 Nicholas Croschke    11 yrs. 

 Laurie Jost 

 John Loukonen 

 Rob Morrison 

 Jerry Nickerson 

2/12 Tonda Travernier 

2/13 Hunter Grady           14 yrs. 

 Gail Lau 

2/14 Laureen Meyer 

 Robert Varnon 

2/15 Pat Giglio 

2/17 Janet Kline 

 Jeannette Moos 

2/18 Louise Carlton 

 Vi Ritschel 

2/20 Nancy Harvey 

 Ray Jackson 

 Fran Kelsey 

 Joyce Kilgus 

2/21 Mary Smith 

 Bonnie Zingery 

2/22 Robert Lee 

2/23 Cindy Jones 

2/24 Roxana Daley 

 Ryan Morris 

2/25 Noel Walker          14 yrs. 

2/26 Violet Creed 

2/26 Krystal Davis           10 yrs. 

 Wendell Roberts 

 Marcie Sisler 

2/27  Ray Johnson 

2/28 Jessica Ayala 

2/29 Judith Harland 
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General Fund Budget 2010  
 $587,755 

 
The 14th of February is Consecration 
Sunday .  Please pray about your pledge 
for this year and turn in your pledge cards 
by the 14th. 

$5x52x1000 
Be one in a 1,000 and help us reach our 
goal! 

Goal For Match $100,000  
By April 30, we will receive $50,000 if goal 
is met. 

DEBT ELIMINATION  

THE LATEST INFO  Planned Giving Workshop 
 

Youôre invited to attend a workshop on crea-

tive ways to give to our church, while also 

benefiting you and your family, on March 25, 

from 11am-1pm in the Parlor. Christian 

Burns, Vice President with the Florida United 

Methodist Foundation, will be our guest 

speaker.  Come and hear about how you can 

make a lasting gift to our church through your 

will,  estate plan, or other planned gift. Many 

planned gifts have attractive tax and income 

advantages for the donor and the donorôs fam-

ily as well. 
 

ñMany people can make a planned gift to their 

church but either donôt know they can or 

donôt know how to do it,ò Christian said. 

ñThey can have an impact on the mission and 

ministry of their local church beyond their 

own lifetime. Churches can utilize the Foun-

dation to assist members and friends make a 

lasting gift to their church.ò 
 

The workshop will cover how we can give the 

church many different kinds of gifts, not just 

through the offering plate on Sunday morning. 

Most people tithe or pay their pledge from 

income, but people can also give from their 

assets. For example, a gift of appreciated 

stock is welcomed by the church, and in most 

cases can be given without a tax consequence 

to the giver.  The workshop will also cover 

how to leave a lasting legacy to the church 

through bequests from wills or estate plans. 

Other gift arrangements, such as Charitable 

Gift Annuities that combine a gift to the 

church with guaranteed annuity payments for 

the donor or donors for their lifetimes will be 

discussed. 
 

Christian is a Vice President for The Florida 

United Methodist Foundation, Inc.  His duties 

include working with both churches and indi-

viduals in matters relating to planned giving, 

financial planning, endowment, stewardship, 

estate planning, and church loans for building 

related projects.  Christian obtained his CER-

TIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERÊ certifica-

tion in 2008 after graduating from Florida 

Southern College, where he pursued a study 

in the field of finance.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come One! Come All! 
 

 

The Missions Committee will be selling used 

books for the next five Sundays, plus one Sat-

urday, to benefit our Mission projects. 
 

The book sales will be in Fellowship Hall on 

the following dates from 9 a.m. to noon. 
 

January 31     February 7         February 14 

February 21    February 28 
 

Weôll have books for sale at the Mission Con-

ference on Saturday, February 27, from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

Prices will be $1 for hardcover and  paper-

backs at  2 for $1. Please bring a friend to 

browse and buy. We have many books for your 

reading pleasure, thanks to our generous do-

nors. See you at the sale. 

 

BOOK SALE  



 Welcome Mike Sullivan!  
 
Mike will be sharing his testimony on Sunday, February 28, at all 
three services.  He is our special guest as part of our First Annual 
Missions Conference weekend.  His message is titled, "Faith in the 
Darkness." 
 
For the past 15 years, Mike served as Development Director for 
ECHO (Educational Concerns for Hunger Organization), a non-
profit, inter-denominational Christian organization in North Fort 
Myers, assisting a global network of missionaries, development, 
and agricultural workers fighting hunger.   

 
Mike Sullivan has recently joined the staff of Community Cooperative Ministries, Inc. as 
their Chief Development Officer, or as he prefers to call himself, our ñCommunity 
Friend Raise!ò   Mike is responsible for communicating with churches, civic clubs, cor-
porations, and other community groups that support CCMI with volunteers and finan-
cial gifts.  He is also responsible for grant writing and establishing a ñLeave a Legacyò 
society that will include donors who wish to remember CCMI in their estate planning. 
 
The United Methodist's Men Club invited Mike to speak at one of their breakfasts last 
year.  It was at this breakfast that Mike shared his powerful testimony touching the 
hearts of many in attendance.  We know he will touch our hearts again with his upcom-
ing sermon at Estero UMC. 

 

Celebrate Recovery   
 

Estero UMC is committed to our congregation's and communityôs spiritual growth and well be-

ing.  One aspect of that commitment is the launch of a Celebrate Recovery ministry.  Celebrate 

Recovery will provide a safe place for any of us to deal with all of lifeôs hurts, habits, and hang-

ups.  
 

We all have things that hurt us, whether we are dealing with different types of addiction, co- 

dependency, anger, abuses, and the list goes on.   Celebrate Recovery is a program designed to 

help us gain freedom from the past and offers a future of loving God and others without reser-

vation.  This ministry is a biblically based program that uses basic recovery principles and the 

lessons from The Beatitudes.  Celebrate Recovery focuses on the future, emphasizing personal 

responsibility, and a spiritual commitment to Jesus Christ.  The program utilizes the biblical 

truth that we need each other in order to grow spiritually and emotionally. It is built on 

small  group  interaction  and  the  fellowship  of  a  caring community,  where  fellowship   and  

accountability are two important components of spiritual growth. 

 

If you have any questions about the program or would like to volunteer in this wonderful minis-

try, please contact the church office. 
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