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So often we find ourselves looking at events, thinking about t
in the context of whether they are good or bad. What hap
may seem to us to be bad, simply because it is change. But,
is the end result of that change?

The problem is that we lack perspective. We see things from our own va
point, not Godds vantage point.
bad, we share our observations with others, they share with others, and th
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fore long we are hearing the stories that originated with us, although possibly em-

bellished to some degree, and then, because we hear it from someone €
take it to be established fact now.

Jesusd disciples thought the <cruci
was a bad thing, and word spread among those who had hoped that this m
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the Christ. They were discouraged because of this report. Soon, the resufrected

Jesus is walking along with two men who were talking about this bad thing.
Life Application Bibl e tit balieversttrdve-s
i ng on tThey weareobelgvers? They were not disciples, but they ha
been convinced that Jesus had been the Messiah. Now, they were confusec

But wait, Jesus excl ai ms, itds not
prophets with these weary travelers who are so discouraged. Then, he b
them to a table where he broke bre
took bread, gave thanks, and brok
day before he died at that special last meal. Could this be a reminder
moment at the table only days before.

Suddenly, their eyes were opened a
What can | learn from this? Maybe we all need to start lookiad alventsas a

positive thing. We do not see what is ahead, but Scripture tells us that God
CONTROL! So, |l etds blissfully pra

Just a thought!
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Prayer Corner

Il n John 15:7 we read,
My words abide in you, you shall ask what you
will, and it will c¢come

God wants to give us what we ask for. In fact
He wants to give us more than we could ask.
No matter how insignificant we think the re-
guest may be, or how difficult the request may
seem, God wants to answer our prayers.

Lillian Simpson, a church member, has prayed
all her life, praying for others and for God to
direct her i f e. She
and answered prayer.

She has chosen to tell her experience of an-
swered prayer in the hope that others might be
encouraged to pray consistently and continu-
ally.

Her husband was in the army and was sent
overseas. When he returned home, he was
plagued by severe headaches. Doctors were
unable to diagnose the cause of the headaches
or cure him. He was given light duty in Wash-
ington, DC.

On a visit home the headache was so severe he
began vomiting. He had to return to camp.
Lillian became so worried she went to her hus-
bandés camp chapl ain
her husband. The chaplain found him +non
responsive. Her husband was taken to the hos-
pital in a coma. She was told that her husband
was dying.

He was in a coma for 30 days. She began pray-
ing continually. Doctors could not explain his
recovery, but she knows it was because of
prayer.
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Pray in praise, thanksgiving, and truth. Whe
people give their hearts to God and give Hi
control, He will answer prayer.

Psalms 144: 150 Ou r Lord
You give blessings to all who worshi
You. 0O

In addition to regular prayer, please pray fq
the following:
Week 1- Campadgnlng for Jesus
ab n Me,
eek 2- Stephen Ministry
unt aveek3-Small Groups

Week 4- Winterfest

Al f

Lucy Jacoby Prayer Advocate

i e mi r a

frinalid GatRetihg

Our church will have an Emmaus Gathering ¢
Saturday, January 23, at4:00 p.m.in the
Fellowship Hall. The following people will be
sharing a % day talk with us:

Janice Mudd,

Bob Lee

David Smith

The gathering is open to anyone, whether

youdbve attended a we
want to learn more about them, or just want
come hear the speakers and enjoy the fello
ship. Drinks and very light snacks will be prd
vided.

asked to check on
Address, Phone, or Email Change?

Please help us keep our church mailing
list up to date. If you have a change in
your address, phone numbers, (home
and cell), or email address, please let
the church office know
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1/1
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1/4

1/5
1/6
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1/8
1/9
1/10

1/11

1/12
1/13

1/14

Maddison Kichline
Justin Kowalski
Sid Newton
Mason Dozer
Margaret Kruger
Lynette Marks
Travis Ray
Robert Sarver

7 yrs.

January Birthdays

7 yrs==
15 yrs.

Tyler Daniels 16 yrs.
Naomi McClintock 1/15
Tom Myers 1/17
Sarah Tucker 8 yrs.
Venus Myers 1/18
Tonya Van Scoy 1/19
David Coppage
Judy Weigard
Tharon Bailey 1/20
Parke Beach 1/21
Tamara Cottrell
Jean Smith 1/22
Darlene Almon
Dorothy McNeill
Daise Sylvestre 1/25
Cinda Leaders 1/26
Meagan Sides
Talia Wiseman 7 yrs.
Sara Morris oyrs.
1/27
v 1/28
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January Anniversaries

Merrill & Norm Clouse
John & Sue Woodworth
Richard & Mary Anderson
Reid & Karen Bryan

Bud & HarrietCorum
Thomas & Tonya Van Scoy
Bob & Carolyn Barry

Jerry & Ruth Metcalfe

68 yrs
42 yrs
66 yrs
10 yrs
46 yrs
30 yrs
55yrs
57yrs

=

LOOK wuO's

HAVING A

IRTHDAV!

Paula Citeno

Bill Smith
Gregory Smith
Robert Lee Sarver
Bill Brown
Richard Kline
Tyler Ortengren
Renee Lewis

Bill Conaway
Jesse Loukonen
George Hussander
Joyce Robbins
Gary Shearer
Debbie Mitchell
Russell Nielsen
Jackie Swigart
Les Van Beveren
Sharon Wright
Ginger Conaway
Doyle Stemen
Shannon Caleffe
Dylan Sandlin

2yrs.

8 yrs.

1/28
1/29
1/30

1/31

Lillian Simpson
Miriam Putman
Virginia Cole
Susan Misner
Bob White
Carole Martin

Happy Birthday to you!

3:00 P.M

P.M.

Wednesday, January 6
2:00 P.M.
Wednesday, January 13

T raveling Pr'aise
.Ser‘vcc

;pf

Wednesday, January 20
2:00 P.M.
Wednesday, January 27

2:00 P.M.

Heritage Park

Depart 1:00 P.M.
Estero Life Care Center
Depart 2:30 P.M.
Winkler Court

Depart 1:00 P.M.

Arden Court

Depart 1:00 P.M.

Please meet at the Church one hour earlier to depart,
except when going to the Life Care Center, meet at 2:30
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THE LATEST INFO

2009 FINAL
General Fund Budget $563,081.00
YTD Received $534,623.00

DEBT ELIMINATION

Debt Received
As of 12-31-2009 As of 12-30-2009
$795,667.57 $330,989.70

Thank you for your faithfulness!
The Lord has wonderful plans
for our church.
Please remember your
pledges and gifts.

Jr. High Sunday School Class

We are starting a new Junior High School
(Grade 6tB 8th ) Sunday School Class. It will
begin Jan. 10 at 9:15 a.m. in the Red Room (in
the Sanctuary Building). The teacher will be
Maggie Nimmo. If you would like more infor-
mation please contact Donna Harris at-9930

or 2734223. Thank you!

CHRISTIAN CAREGIVING

STEPHEN MINISTRY CLASS

Acts 6:15 Now in those days when the numl
of the disciples was multiplying, there arose
complaint against the Hebrews by the Helleni
(Greekspeaking Jewsbecause their widows
were neglected in the daily distributiohen
the twelve summoned the multitude of the dis
ples and said, "It is not desirable that we shot
leave the word of God and serve tables. Ther
fore, brethren, seek out from among you sevg
men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit
and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this

business; but we will give ourselves continually

to prayer and to the ministry of the word." .
And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith a
the Holy Spirit. . .

For this same reason Stephen Ministry Serieg
was birthed in 197 to assist clergy in the car
of their flock.

Distinctively Christian Caregiving (DCG$ the
first 10 trainingmodules of Stephen Ministry td
provide you with excellent Christian caregivin
tools for all areas of your life.

Stephen Ministry (SMjlass is the continuation
of thesetrainingmodules (an additional
10weeks), culminating in commissioning you
as a Stephen Ministeilo be a Stephen Minis-
ter at Estero UMC you have to be a year rour
resident to be able to attend twice monthly su
pervision.

Either choice nets you new friends, closer rel
tionships with your classmates, and a heart fu
of caring for anyone yoencounter.

Classes begin:
January 14, 2010
6:30-9:00 PM
At the Gathering Place.

Advance registration is requested.
Please call Peggy Bennington at H¥8l5 for
additional information.
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Giving is one of the greatest joys of the Christian life, but, did you know there

are many different ways to give to our church? Some are simple, some are

creative, some offer benefits to you and to our church. Some continue to give beyond
your lifetime. Some may surprise you by allowing you to give in ways you have never
imagined. Did you know you can fund a planned gift from your assets instead of in-
come?

Here are examples of types of gifts you can give above and beyond your gifts in the
weekly offering:

Cash

Appreciated Securities

Life Insurance Policies

Retirement Plans

Real or Personal Property, including collectibles
Bequest in a Will or Living Trust

Retained Life Estate

Charitable Gift Annuity

Charitable Trusts

Please call the church office (@89) 9925516.

In partnership with the Florida United Methodist Foundation.




