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This, the first of His miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. K
revealed his glory, and His disciples put their faith in Him. John 2:11

If you are following the yearly Bible reading plan, this past week you begar
ing the book of John. The story of Jesus turning water into wine is reg
launching of His earthly ministry. Certainly | am intrigued by the story, bt
ending stood out to me this time around.

The disciples who had joined Jesus up to this point were not fully engaged w
Jesus. They were still watching Him to determine for themselves if He w
Messiah. Our story ends with the fact that following this first miracle the dis
put their faith in Jesus for the first time.

So, why were they following Jesus? Some of them had been disciples of J
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Baptist. John had made it clear that this Jesus was the one who had come from

God. His disciples were following

| find that there are some who come to church regularly because their pare

been faithful to Christ and so it was very natural for them to come to church.

tainly, we encourage people to come to church regardless of the reason, b

Jest
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this because we believe that somehow, in the course of time, they will encounter the

| ife changing presence of Christ.
God by the foolishness of preachin

What | reflected on when | read this passage was my own experience wi
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th God.

Although my dad was a preacher and | had been in church every time the doors

were open, | had simply gone because everyone in my family went to ch
never thought for one moment about the prospect of not going.

But, | remember that moment when suddenly my heart was stirred and for 1
time | could really say, Al want t
God. | have had many such encounters through the years, but it was at
moment that | decided that | believed.

As you read these words, | encourage you to think about that very first n
when you experienced the grace of God, and believed. | encourage you f{

irch. |

he first
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time today thanking God for revealing Himself to you.
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God wants to hear from us by way of
Z prayer. The more we pray, the closer
is our relationship to God.

Add to your regular prayers:

Week 1i Pray for the prayer warriors who are participat-
ing in neighborhood wal ks f

Week 21 Pray for teams that will be visiting neighbor-
hood homes for fiCelebrate J

Week3i Pray for Childrenés Su
dren, teachers, and volunteers.

Week 4i Pr ay Like

The Lord God is near to us whenever we pray.
(Deuteronomy 4: 7) To please God, our prayer does not hav
to be eloquent, just sincere.

for il Dirto

Any suggestions for the Prayer Corner, please contact Lucy
Jacoby at 23390-1522.

Prayer Advocate
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Prayer Corner
Sing a new song to the Lord! Sing it UM Men
everywhere around the world! Sing
“ out His praises, bless His name. Each
day tell someone that He lives.
(Psalms 96: R) ) _
The United Methodist

Men's Board met Monday
night, May 4th. One of the
items discussed was a
Florida Conference Men's
retreat to be held Oct. 9-
d1,200% e iTheo retiaat will e urs Legs-
burg, FL. John Gibson, Don Newberry,
J%qj%elle , and Bud Corum are going to
attend. 1 would like to encourage others
fomagteénd @RANPThe East will ee$140000
per person and includes all programs,
rop,r and angals. r ke order to dnsure a
reservation we need to make them in the
 next week or two. If you are interested
‘in attending, please contact Bud Corum
as soon as possible and | will try to get a
block of rooms held for us - (2 men to a
room). You can go to the website at
www.ummflconf.org for more informa-
tion. Please call me (239-495-5992) or
e-mail me at the following address:
bhcoruml@mac.com. The United Meth-
odist Men's Board met on Monday, May
4 and during that meeting the Board
meeting dates for the summer were de-
termined. Board meetings will be on
June 2, July 7, August 4, and September
8. Al I meetings wil/l
restaurant in San Carlos Park at 7:30
a.m. for breakfast. Saturday morning
breakfast at our church will be sus-
pended for June, July, August, and Sep-
tember. On October 9 - 11, eight of our
men will be attending a "Walking With
Jesus" retreat sponsored by the Florida
Conference of the United Methodist
Men, at the Life Enrichment Center in
Leesburg, FL. Have a great summer and
we look forward to seeing you on Sat-
urday October 17 for breakfast and the
start of winter events and activities. May
God bless you as you walk with Him this
summer.

- Bud
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