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He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us allðhow will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all things.     Romans 8:32 
 
 
I received the following story recently: 
 
 
ñOne day, a man went to visit a church.  He got there early, parked his car and got out.  
Another car pulled up near, the driver got out and said, óI always park thereò  You took 
my place!ô  The visitor quietly moved his car to another spot. 
 
The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an empty seat and sat down.  A lady 
from the church approached him and stated, óThatôs my seat!  You took my place!ô  The 
visitor was somewhat distressed by this rude welcome, but said nothing as he moved. 
 
After Sunday School, the visitor went into the sanctuary and sat down.  Another mem-
ber walked up and said to him, óThatôs where I always sit!  You took my place!ô 
 
The visitor was even more troubled by this treatment, but he said nothing as he moved 
again.  Later as the congregation was praying for Christ to come into their midst, the 
visitor stood up, and his appearance began to change.  Horrible scars became visible 
on his hands and on his sandaled feet.  Someone from the congregation noticed him 
and called out, ówhat happened to you?ô  The visitor replied, as his had became a 
crown of thorns, and a tear fell from his eye, óI took your place.ôò (source unknown) 
 
I was glad I was sitting down as I read this story.  It made me pause and think. I real-
ized that no one in the church was looking for this special visitor.  Even though they 
prayed that he would come, they didnôt really expect him. 
 
Every week I hope that you will be looking for that special visitor.  I hope that each of 
you will make sure that the ten people who sit immediately around you know that they 
are welcome at Estero United Methodist Church.   
 

When they arrive, I hope that you will warmly greet them.   
When your friends sit down next to you, I hope you will introduce them.   
When greeting time comes, I hope you will give them a big hug or handshake.   
After church is over, I hope that you will invite them to the fellowship hall for pas-
tries and coffee.   

 
Who knows, you may want to go out to lunch with them after church.  And, they may 
become one of your best friends. 
 
Are you looking for that special visitor each week?  I hope so! 
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Prayer Corner  
Prayer is letting God into our 

heart, letting Him know our needs 

and giving Him permission to use 

His powers to glorify His name while answering 

our needs. Jesus once said, ñApart from me, you 

can do nothing.ò (John 15: 5). 

 

Jesus never grew tired of inviting and command-

ing us to pray. Pray with your heart, yield to the 

Holy Spirit.  Pray with Godôs love. Godôs love is 

selfless and compassionate. 

He longs for the faith-filled cry of love. Pray 

with confidence and thanksgiving. 

 

In addition to your regular prayers, pray for fol-

lowing: 

                  Week 1 ï The Jesus Creed Study 

                  Week 2 ï Childrenôs Choir 

                  Week 3 ï Christian Wheels 

                  Week 4 ï Hospital Visitation 

 

God answers prayer. If you are willing to share 

an answer to prayer please contact Lucy Jacoby 

at 239-390-1522 or by e-mail at 

Jacobylpk@aol.com. 

 

God Bless 

Lucy Jacoby,  Prayer Advocate 
 

 

Entertainment Books 
 

Save money at restaurants, stores, hair cuts, pet 

supplies, movies, furniture, vacations and much 

more. This fundraiser will  help the Mission 

Committee spread the Good News.  The cost is 

still $30.  

 

You can purchase one by completing the enve-

lope in the pew marked ñSpecial Event or Pur-

chaseò and put it in the offering basket.  Your 

book will be available  for pick up the next Sun-

day at  the Welcome Center in the Narthex.  

Thank you for you continued support for Mis-

sions. 

 

 

Monday, October 12th is the day of our first 

meeting of the Fall/Winter season.  We wel-

come all our members and friends back from 

summer trips, etc.  We meet in Fellowship Hall 

at 9 a.m. for a time of Talk and Treats.  The 

business meeting begins at 9 a.m. followed by 

the program.  Octoberôs program, ñWorld Hope 

for Childrenò will be presented by Marcia Scar-

borough.  This is a world-wide  program that 

hopes to bring smiles on the faces of children 

by sending them little gifts.  These gifts are of 

our own creations and are sent to places like 

Africa, etc.  

 

The Womenôs Executive Board meets on Mon-

day, October 5 at 9 a.m. in the Emmaus Chapel. 

 

We look forward to being with you all again.  

For further information, please call Mary Ellen 

Rowden at 590-0256 or Betsy Waters at 498-

1951.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE FOR  "FRESH 
MARKET" IN FELLOWSHIP 

HALL, 9:00 AM TO 12:00PM.  
  

OCTOBER 11, 2009 
  

NOVEMBER 15, 2009 
  

DECEMBER 13, 2009. 

 

United Methodist Women 

mailto:Jacobylpk@aol.com
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Traveling Praise Service  

 
Wednesday, October 7 Heritage Park 

 2:00 P.M.  Depart 1:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, October 14 Estero Life Care Center 

 3:00 P.M .  Depart 2:30 P.M. 

Wednesday, October 21 Winkler Court  

 2:00 P.M.  Depart 1:00 P.M. 

Wednesday,  October 28 Arden Court   

 2:00 P.M.  Depart 1:00 P.M. 

 

Please meet at the Church one hour earlier to depart except 

when going to the Life Care Center meet at 2:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

      October Anniversaries    

10/2 Richard & Joyce Robbins  56 yrs. 

10/4 Sid & Jean Newton  52 yrs. 

10/7 Ronald & Clara Combs  53 yrs. 

10/8 Pat & Renee Kowalski  15 yrs. 

10/9 Glen & Kassandra Van Brunt 16 yrs. 

10/13 William & Mary OôLeary  51 yrs. 

10/14 John & Maggie Gibson  37 yrs. 

 Robert & Miriam Putman  65 yrs. 

10/24 Don & Anne Myers    9 yrs. 

10/25 Dennis & Mary Huron  23 yrs. 

10/19 Terrence Pressel 

 Jerry Wright 

10/20  Jordan Blue 

 Barbara Scarnato 

 Tracy Scott 

10/22 Lewis Frith 

10/23  Betty Norton 

10/23 Wayne Peterson 

 Alan Williams 

10/24  Theresa Gemmell 

 Anne Myers 

 Halene Shundich 

10/25  Betty Beach 

 Tom Ginzi 

 Jack Grube 

 Robert Jones 

10/26  Meagan Bradford 

 Brittany Scott 

10/27 Jack Barnell      9 yrs. 

 Patricia Keener 

10/28 Nikku Miller 

 Eleanor Shine 

10/29 George Kind 

 Marion Van Brunt 

10/1 Davd Broeser 

 Eloise Rinehart 

10/2 Judy Brunner 

 Carla Jackson 

 Don Myers 

 Wayne Weigard 

10/3 Linda Horne 

10/4 Bryan Lewis 

 Janet Simpson 

 Richard Zingery 

10/6 Marilyn Roberts 

10/7 Jeff Camper 

 Francys Connors 

10/8  Carla Combs 

10/9 Maggie Gibson 

10/10 Diane Clinker 

10/11 Carlene Cummings 

 Reggie McNeill 

 Don Pries 

10/13 Patti Dickmon 

10/15 Norman Billups 

10/16  Carol Cessna 

10/17 Carol LeVeque 

 David Nelson 

 Elizabeth Smith 

10/18 Jim Jacoby 

 Betty Schuit 

10/30 Myra Mowry 

10/31 Marjorie Mawhorr 
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General Fund  
 
Every year we ask our various ministry 
leaders (Childrenôs Coordinator, Youth Di-
rector, Choir, etc.) to project what they will 
need financially for their area of ministry.  
Those projections, along with anticipated 
expenses needed to cover general mainte-
nance and upkeep of the facilities, are 
brought to the Administrative Council to es-
tablish our General Fund budget.   
 
Because of changes in our economy, this 
past year we limited our budget to reflect 
2008 giving.  The income received into the 
General Fund is intended to take care of 
these needs as well as covering general 
maintenance and upkeep of the facilities. 
 
The chart below shows the General Fund 
income from tithes and offering for 2009 
year-to-date as well as the anticipated ex-
penses based on our budget. 

 
 

Debt Reduction  
 

Seven years ago 7+ acres of land 
were purchased by Estero UMC.  At 
the beginning of 2009, the mortgage 
balance on the land was $1,071,000. 
The mortgage has been reduced by 
$230,000 so far this year with 
$841,000 balance due.   
 
See the chart below which shows 21% 
paid on the mortgage to date. 

 
Loan payments have been and will 
continue to be made from donations.  
The church is in prayer that the debt 
can be paid off by February 2010 to 
remove the church from the bandage 
of this debt. 
 

General Fund and Debt Elimination Update 
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Who Are You Thankful For This Thanksgiving?  

Take a moment to reflect on those in your life that you are thankful for.  Have 

you had an opportunity recently to let them know how much you appreciate 

them?  What better time to let them know than Thanksgiving.  As a fundraiser 

for our ñI Love Dirtò campaign, Estero UMC will send a postcard to the per-

son(s) you would like to acknowledge.  A $20 donation is requested for each 

postcard you would like to have sent.  Postcards will be sent during the month 

of November. 

Please fill out the information below.   Put the completed information in the 

offering plate or return to the Thanksgiving basket at the welcome desk in the 

Narthex. This information will be used to complete the postcard. 

 

Name of person who is thankful: ______________________________________________________ 

 

Name of person and address that is to receive the postcard of thanks: 

 

 Name:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Street Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

In 20 words or less describe why you are thankful for the person to receive the postcard of thanks: 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Checks should be made payable to Estero UMC with a note this is for the Thanksgiving postcard. 

 

 

Josiah Rush had left his hometown because he had been wrongly 
accused of starting a fire that claimed three lives.  Seven years 
later he was coming back as a pastor, hoping to start fresh with 
the town and the woman he loved.  As a pastor, Josiah became 
aware that the little town of Havenhill was in the grip of a malady 
he termed ñSoul Sickness.ò  Sin had all but overwhelmed the 
town, and Havenhill needed the Holy Spirit to convict its people of 
their evil ways. 

 
In Fire, Bill Bright and Jack Cavanaugh have crafted another book based on the revivals of 
the 1700ôs.  Those of you who have read Proof can attest to the fact that they are excellent 
writers.  We have another page-turner! 
 

Kae Samp 
If you have any questions, please call me at 947-4613. 
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Come Join us at the Wednesday Night Supper at 5 p.m. on October 28 th in 

Fellowship Hall to celebrate all that was done at Church this summer!  We were busy 

and it is time to reflect on what was accomplished! 

 

 

As Godôs Hands and Feet: 
 

Celebrate Jesus 

 

Vacation Bible School 

 

Thrift Store Taken Down 

 

Summer Recreation Program 

 

Welcomed 21 New Members 

 

Bear Ministry Started 

 

$200,000+ Paid On Debt 

 

Three New Small Groups Launched And More! 
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